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I. INTRODUCTION, BACKGROUND, AND SUMMARY 1 

A. Witness Identification 2 

Q. What is your name and what is your business address? 3 

A. My name is Gil Quiniones.  My business address is 10 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, 4 

Illinois.   5 

Q. By what entity and in what position are you employed? 6 

A. I am employed by Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) as its Chief Executive 7 

Officer (“CEO”).  I also serve on ComEd’s Board of Directors.   8 

B. Purpose of Direct Testimony 9 

Q. What is the purpose of your direct testimony?  10 

A. I introduce ComEd’s Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plan (“Grid Plan”) and Multi-Year Rate 11 

Plan (“Rate Plan”) (together, the “Plans”) and explain, at a high level, why the Illinois 12 

Commerce Commission (“Commission”) should approve each Plan.  I also introduce the 13 

other witnesses who support these Plans. 14 

Q. Why, in sum, should the Commission approve these Plans? 15 

A. Illinois has articulated clear and ambitious goals for its energy future.  They include a 16 

continued emphasis on the reliability, resiliency, and efficiency of the grid, especially in 17 

the face of growing threats such as those posed by climate change and various threat actors; 18 

jobs, and economic and workforce development; a deepened emphasis on decarbonization; 19 

and a commitment to ensuring that all customers realize the benefits of a cleaner and 20 

resilient energy future.  Many of those goals are reflected in the recently enacted Climate 21 
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& Equitable Jobs Act (“CEJA”),1 which includes aggressive timelines and ambitious 22 

targets.   23 

These goals have been central to ComEd’s focus for over a decade, and CEJA has 24 

reinforced the importance of these goals and underscored the importance of achieving them 25 

in the face of growing challenges.  ComEd continues to embrace these challenges.  The 26 

Grid Plan represents our vision as to how best use sound system planning, operations, and 27 

investment to meet critical energy policy goals, including CEJA’s requirements and 28 

objectives.  We also recognize the ongoing importance of partnering with others to develop 29 

solutions that benefit all communities.  The investments identified in the Grid Plan and the 30 

grid they will create will promote economic growth and job creation in the State.  The Rate 31 

Plan provides the financial support necessary to realize the Grid Plan and meet ComEd’s 32 

other service obligations that deliver value to customers.  Our Grid and Rate Plans are 33 

products of decades of experience in the prudent and cost-effective design and operation 34 

of ComEd’s electric delivery system as well as the stakeholder input received over the past 35 

fifteen months.  Together, the two Plans reflect ComEd’s substantial commitment to meet 36 

CEJA’s challenges to develop an electric grid plan that supports technologies furthering a 37 

decarbonized future.  In sum, the Grid and Rate Plans represent the best path to provide the 38 

benefits of a clean energy economy for our customers and the citizens of Northern Illinois. 39 

 
1  The Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (PA 102-0662) was signed into law by Governor Pritzker on 

September 15, 2021. 
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C. Background and Qualifications 40 

Q. What are your duties and responsibilities at ComEd? 41 

A. As CEO, I oversee ComEd’s more than 6,250 employees, each of whom has a role in the 42 

supporting our delivery of electricity to 4.2 million residential, commercial, and industrial 43 

customers and the 9.3 million people who live and work in our service territory, which 44 

spans more than 11,400 square miles and includes 450 municipalities.  I am ultimately 45 

responsible for ensuring that ComEd meets its obligations to our customers and to the State 46 

and for charting a future for ComEd that ensures it can continue to meet those obligations.  47 

This includes the expanded emphasis on delivering decarbonized energy and ensuring that 48 

all customers benefit equitably from the clean energy transition reflected in CEJA.   49 

Q. What is your experience as an industry leader? 50 

A. After a long and varied career in the energy industry at both publicly-owned and private 51 

utilities and in government, I joined ComEd on November 15, 2021.  Before joining 52 

ComEd, I served more than a decade as president and CEO of the New York Power 53 

Authority (“NYPA”), the nation’s largest state-owned electric utility.  Under my 54 

leadership, NYPA played a key role in New York’s Reforming the Energy Vision initiative 55 

to use market forces and new technology to empower customers and encourage the growth 56 

of clean renewable energy and energy efficiency. 57 

Before joining NYPA in 2007, I held several positions in the administration of New 58 

York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, including more than four years as senior vice 59 

president of energy and telecommunications.  I started my career at Consolidated Edison 60 

(“Con Edison”), one of the nation’s largest investor-owned energy companies and an 61 
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electric and gas utility serving parts of southeastern New York and northern New Jersey, 62 

including New York City.  I worked for 16 years at Con Edison, where I cofounded Con 63 

Edison Solutions, the utility’s unregulated energy services company. 64 

In August 2022, President Joe Biden named me to the President’s National 65 

Infrastructure Advisory Board, which advises the White House on how to reduce physical 66 

and cyber risks and improve the security and resilience of the nation’s critical infrastructure 67 

sectors. Additionally, I am the immediate past Chair of the GridWise Alliance, which 68 

focuses on accelerating innovation that delivers a more secure, reliable, resilient, and 69 

affordable grid to support decarbonization of the US economy.   70 

I have served on the Boards of the New York State Energy Research and 71 

Development Authority and the Large Public Power Council.  From April 2015 to April 72 

2016, I served as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Electric Power Research 73 

Institute, the electric power industry’s international research and development 74 

organization.  I have also served as Co-Chair of the Board of Directors, and am currently 75 

Chair Emeritus of the Alliance to Save Energy.  I currently serve on Civic Federation Board 76 

of Trustees, the Board of World Business Chicago, and am a member of Economic Club 77 

of Chicago.     78 

II. MEETING CUSTOMER NEEDS AND ADVANCING CRITICAL PUBLIC 79 

POLICIES 80 

Q. From what baseline do ComEd’s Grid and Rate Plans begin?  81 

A. ComEd’s investment in its system over the past decade has provided tangible benefits to 82 

customers and has laid the foundation to support Northern Illinois’ transition to a 83 

decarbonized energy economy.  Our grid also was the subject of a recent “baseline” audit 84 
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by the Commission’s independent auditors that collected a broad range of data on our 85 

distribution system.2  Our current electric delivery system is a product of innovative design 86 

and carefully selected and planned investments that meet customer needs, delivering 87 

industry-leading performance in many respects.  For example, our investments in advanced 88 

metering infrastructure (“AMI”) and in Distribution Automation technologies and 89 

equipment that greatly reduce the incidence and duration of service interruptions are just 90 

two examples of ComEd planning and executing on multi-year investment programs that 91 

have delivered, and continue to deliver, benefits to all customers.  92 

Q. Does that mean that the need for investment and other continuing actions by utilities 93 

like ComEd can dwindle? 94 

A. Not at all.  The grid continues to face growing demands, including to serve new customers 95 

and new electrified transportation and heating loads; to meet demands for reliability; to 96 

support an expanding number of distributed energy resources (“DER”), including 97 

renewable and intermittent sources; and to get ahead of growing threats from both climate 98 

change and human threat actors.  And, perhaps needless to say, we also need to invest in 99 

replacing and upgrading existing equipment that is damaged or destroyed, becomes 100 

obsolete, or reaches the end of its useful life.  For those and other reasons, ComEd 101 

continuously plans to improve and modernize the grid and to make our operations ever 102 

more efficient, effective, and safe; to support important policy goals; and to provide all our 103 

 
2  See Final Report – Baseline Distribution Grid Assessment of Commonwealth Edison Company, 

Liberty Consulting Group (April 12, 2022) available at 
https://icc.illinois.gov/downloads/public/CEJA/ComEd%20Baseline%20Grd%20Assessment%20Final%20
Report.pdf.  
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customers and our communities with infrastructure that enables environmental gains and 104 

promotes ongoing economic development.   105 

Q. How has CEJA affected ComEd’s plans? 106 

A. CEJA sets out a vision for a decarbonized energy economy and presents a blueprint for 107 

delivering a robust grid that serves as the foundation for decarbonizing our energy systems 108 

and communities, with the goal of improving our environment, creating new jobs and 109 

businesses while deploying new infrastructure to support these goals.  For example, it 110 

requires the entire electric power sector to be fully decarbonized by 2050 and calls for 1 111 

million electric vehicles on the road by 2030.  CEJA also prioritizes a more flexible system, 112 

where customers can both produce and consume energy, manage their use and production, 113 

and participate in energy markets.   114 

We recognize that more work is required to support the transition to this vision of 115 

the future.  While ComEd’s system efficiently meets today’s demands, we will need to 116 

work every day to anticipate future needs and meet applicable statutory obligations.  The 117 

CEJA blueprint requires ComEd to further improve grid security, reliability, and resiliency.  118 

ComEd must prepare the electric grid to integrate an influx of renewable and distributed 119 

energy resources.  In addition, we must be able to optimize the increased load from 120 

electrification so that we can mitigate the peak demands placed on the system.  To enable 121 

the flexibility CEJA envisions, we will need to invest in advanced grid management 122 

technologies, digital controls, communications, and new analytical systems.  Planning to 123 

incorporate CEJA requirements also must align with other non-CEJA grid initiatives 124 

necessary to meet future needs and industry best practices.  Across the board, we need to 125 
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focus on jobs, economic and workforce development, and on equity in the delivery of the 126 

benefits of the clean energy transformation.   127 

Q. How has ComEd reacted to that challenge? 128 

A. Our Plans meet CEJA’s requirements and actively promote its landmark objectives.  They 129 

build on the benefits of reliable and resilient electric service, enable cleaner energy, and 130 

support jobs and economic growth and development.  They also emphasize that those 131 

benefits must be planned with a very intentional lens on equity and attention to Equity 132 

Investment Eligible Communities (“EIECs”) and that our work must benefit all of the 133 

customers and communities we serve and leave no one behind.  In developing the Grid 134 

Plan, ComEd also recognized the importance of the planning process to the Illinois 135 

economy moving forward, not only in terms of the jobs we will create to meet these 136 

challenges but also in terms of overall economic stimulus that transcends utility service.  I 137 

also note that ComEd’s Grid Plan and Rate Plan are reflected in “ComEd 2030,” a broader 138 

and higher-level view of ComEd’s vision of for its evolution over the next decade.  139 

Q. How do ComEd’s Plans support job creation and economic development? 140 

A. ComEd’s Plans, in particular the additional investment and development identified in the 141 

Grid Plan, result in direct and indirect job creation in addition to broader economic impacts.  142 

ComEd’s Plans are expected to result in up to 2,700 additional full-time equivalent jobs 143 

over the Grid Plan period (2023-2027), which includes the people executing the investment 144 

and those supporting them.  Further, ComEd’s plans include a substantial increase in our 145 

commitment to workforce development, building on ComEd’s compilation of 146 

comprehensive, focused actions, to help create business and community sustainability, 147 
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remove barriers to decrease unemployment and underemployment, and ensure a highly 148 

skilled, diverse workforce for the rapidly transforming industry.   149 

III. COMED’S GRID AND RATE PLANS 150 

Q. How does ComEd’s Grid Plan address the opportunities and challenges that you just 151 

described? 152 

A. The Grid Plan demonstrates our commitment to delivering a grid prepared to serve as the 153 

foundation to support a decarbonized energy economy in an efficient, affordable, and 154 

equitable manner.  The Grid Plan describes the investments needed to meet future system 155 

needs and critical policy goals, including those outlined in CEJA.   156 

In addition, we know that climate change and evolving customer demands will pose 157 

new challenges for our grid.  To better understand the scope of those challenges, we 158 

commissioned two studies from industry experts.  The first, a study which outlines potential 159 

decarbonization pathways, was undertaken by Energy and Environmental Economics, Inc. 160 

(“E3 Study”).  The second study, focused on climate adaptation, was undertaken with 161 

Argonne National Laboratory’s Center for Climate Resilience and Decision Science, the 162 

ComEd Climate Risk and Adaptation Study, Phase 1 (“Argonne Study”).  163 

Finally, I emphasize that ComEd’s experience in designing and operating our grid 164 

in an efficient and cost-effective manner serves as the foundation for the proposals in the 165 

Grid Plan.  That experience, coupled with stakeholder input received during the 166 

Commission’s workshop process, has resulted in a Plan that can enable ComEd to 167 

successfully achieve our goals.  As ComEd witness Tierney (ComEd Ex. 3.0) notes, Illinois 168 
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is now positioned to be a national leader in establishing a decarbonized energy economy 169 

and our filings today are the next step towards moving Illinois to achieving this result. 170 

Q. You testified about two independent studies commissioned by ComEd.  Can you 171 

describe these studies, and how they impacted ComEd’s Grid Plan? 172 

A. The E3 Study identified different decarbonization pathways, and helped us identify 173 

solutions and investments that must now be planned and made, in preparation for future 174 

changes in our system usage patterns.   175 

The Argonne Study confirmed that ComEd’s grid needs to be prepared for mid-176 

century climatic conditions that will be substantially warmer and more humid than today.  177 

Those changes will put additional stress on our equipment and processes and adversely 178 

impact anyone without consistent, affordable access to means of cooling where they live 179 

and work.  The result of such anticipated weather conditions further highlights the need to 180 

design grid investments that improve resiliency.  The Argonne Study also notes that these 181 

stresses on our grid will increase as load increases, particularly at times of peak demands 182 

on the grid and our equipment.   183 

Both the E3 Study and the Argonne Study are attached to the testimony of ComEd 184 

witness Arns, (ComEd Ex. 7.0), and as described further therein, our Grid Plan and system 185 

planning process take these considerations into account.   186 

Q. How does the Grid Plan address CEJA’s equity goals? 187 

A. While specifically disclaiming any requirement for investment or spending to occur in a 188 

particular area, CEJA calls on utilities and Grid Plans to “support efforts to bring the 189 
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benefits of grid modernization and clean energy … to all retail customers, and support 190 

efforts to bring at least 40% of the benefits of those benefits to [EIECs].”3  191 

ComEd and its Grid Plan actively support those efforts.  For example, after CEJA 192 

was enacted, we made changes to our risk assessment processes used to identify and 193 

prioritize investments included in this Grid Plan to make our risk assessment and planning 194 

processes more aware of the community impact of interruptions, as well as the customer 195 

and system impact.  And, while the State’s energy equity goals expressed in CEJA are not 196 

limited to utilities’ actions and are focused on benefits, rather than the location, of 197 

investment, we analyzed the planned capacity expansion and system performance 198 

investments – the two categories of grid investments where specific equipment, locations, 199 

and customers can be associated with that investment in advance – and more than 40% of 200 

them will impact service to EIEC areas.  Once other benefits, including social benefits, are 201 

also considered, that share will be larger. 202 

To be clear, our commitment to equitable service is nothing new.  As illustrated in 203 

Figure 1, below, ComEd conducted an analysis estimating that more than 45% of those 204 

2021 and 2022 ComEd grid investments that could be tied to specific equipment, locations, 205 

and customers impacted EIECs.   206 

 
3  220 ILCS 5/16-105.17(d)(3).  CEJA does not define those benefits or limit them to those flowing 

from utility actions alone. 
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Figure 1: 2021-2022 Investments Impacting EIEC Areas  207 

By Investment Categories 208 

 209 

ComEd’s Grid Plan continues and builds on that commitment, as can be seen in 210 

Figure 2, below.  In the first two years of the Grid Plan period (2023-2024) – the years 211 

where discrete investments are currently well-defined – approximately 50% of the planned 212 

System Performance and Capacity Expansion investments that can be tied at the planning 213 

stage to specific equipment, locations, and customers will impact EIEC areas, as shown in 214 

Table 5.4-2, below. 215 

Figure 2: 
Estimated EIEC Impact for Planned Capacity Expansion & System Performance 

Capital 4 

 

 
4 See Chapter 5.4 of the Grid Plan. 

2023-2024

Investments

Capacity 

Expansion

(in Millions)

System 

Performance

(in Millions)

Total CE & SP

(in Millions)

Total Budget $575 $1,350 $1,925

Identified Locations

To-Date
$500 $1,035 $1,535

Identified Locations 

Impacting EIEC Areas
$275 $500 $775

% Impacting EIEC Areas 

For Locations Identified
55% 48% 50%

Investment dollars are rounded
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This emphasis on serving all communities is also reflected in past reliability 216 

performance.  Reliability performance in EIECs for 2021 and 2022 was on par or better 217 

than the system average during that period.  Figure 3 below depicts these results,5 which 218 

are discussed in greater detail by ComEd witnesses Donnelly and Arns (ComEd Exs. 2.0 219 

and 7.0).  220 

Figure 3: SAIFI & SAIDI, by Zone (2021 and 2022)6  

 

Our commitment also goes beyond investment and performance.  ComEd invests 221 

in training, education, and communication programs, and strongly supports other 222 

workforce development and community engagement activities that help break down 223 

barriers to workforce participation and create job opportunities.  A further discussion of 224 

these efforts can be found in the testimony of ComEd witnesses Creamean and Arns 225 

(ComEd Exs. 5.0 and 7.0).  Those efforts are good for our EIEC communities and good for 226 

all customers, and we will expand them going forward.   227 

 
5 “All in” SAIFI/SAIDI data refers to data without any exclusions for major event days.  Data that 

exclude 5 MEDs correspond to the performance metrics recently approved by the Commission. 
6 See Chapter 3.5 of the Grid Plan. 
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Q. How does ComEd address concerns about the affordability of electric service? 228 

A. Balancing the needs to provide reliable and resilient service that adequately prepares the 229 

grid for the changing climate, intermittent and distributed resources, and new loads from 230 

electrification – while ensuring customer costs remain reasonable – is a responsibility we 231 

take seriously.  Just as rising prices have impacted the cost of materials and services for 232 

ComEd, we recognize that our customers also are facing a similar experience.  Thus, we 233 

are driven to ensure that our service provides value to customers and that we find ways to 234 

help them manage their usage to lower bills.  Our delivery rates are competitive with our 235 

peers, and we are committed to keeping it that way.  As discussed in the testimony of 236 

ComEd witness Newhouse (ComEd Ex. 4.0), the average monthly ComEd residential bill 237 

2021 was lower than the statewide average in 49 out of 50 U.S. states and the District of 238 

Columbia. Furthermore, ComEd remains committed to customer assistance, and as 239 

reflected in the testimony of other ComEd witnesses, we will continue to work with the 240 

Commission, Staff, stakeholders, and communities to support our customers.   241 

Q. Is ComEd ready to execute on the Grid Plan with the resources the Rate Plan will 242 

provide? 243 

A. Yes.  Transforming the Grid Plan from a vision into reality requires experience and 244 

expertise.  We have that capability and experience.  Our performance in delivering value 245 

to customers, such as significantly improved reliability results, while maintaining 246 

reasonable rates demonstrates our capabilities.   247 

A financially strong utility is also necessary to implement the Grid Plan.  The Rate 248 

Plan incorporates the forecasted investments and operating expenses necessary to execute 249 
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the Grid Plan successfully, and presents the Commission with ComEd’s proposed revenue 250 

requirements necessary to implement the Grid Plan for each year the Rate Plan is in effect, 251 

2024-2027.  ComEd must recover its prudent and reasonable costs for each year of the Rate 252 

Plan if the Grid Plan, and CEJA’s requirements and goals, are to become a reality.  Much 253 

of the increase in the revenue requirements set forth in the Rate Plan, particularly for 2024, 254 

reflects the transition away from the formula rate model for setting rates.  The Rate Plan 255 

therefore incorporates a proposal to phase-in a portion of the rate increase that would 256 

otherwise occur in 2024 to even out expected year-over-year rate changes.  ComEd 257 

witnesses Newhouse, Mudra, and Leick (ComEd Exs. 4.0, 12.0, 17.0, respectively) discuss 258 

how the revenue requirement for each year was developed, the bill impact to a typical 259 

residential customer, and the fact that the resulting distribution portion of the bill as well 260 

as the total bill are reasonable.  These witnesses also discuss the proposed phase-in of the 261 

2024 revenue requirement increase and the reconciliation process included in the Rate Plan.  262 

Finally, I reiterate that EIECs face special challenges, and our Plans leverage our 263 

experience and role as the planner and operator of the electric grid to create benefits for 264 

these communities, including more resilient service, access to decarbonized, distributed 265 

energy solutions, and electrification technologies.  In doing so, these actions will further 266 

promote economic and workforce development in our region. 267 
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IV. INTRODUCTION OF COMED WITNESSES 268 

Q. What other witnesses are providing direct testimony on behalf of ComEd in the Grid 269 

and Rate Plan proceedings and what topics they address? 270 

A. The following witnesses provide direct testimony on behalf of ComEd in the Grid Plan and 271 

Rate Plan proceedings7: 272 

 Terence Donnelly (ComEd Ex. 2.0), ComEd’s President and Chief Operating 273 

Officer, explains how ComEd’s historical investments and programs have delivered 274 

considerable value to our customers through much improved reliability and energy 275 

savings.  Mr. Donnelly also addresses how the Commission and stakeholders can 276 

have confidence that ComEd’s planning process is thorough, effective, and 277 

efficient, and that ComEd can implement the Grid Plan, and deliver its benefits, at 278 

a reasonable cost.   279 

 Susan Tierney (ComEd Ex. 3.0), former Assistant Secretary for Policy at the U.S. 280 

Department of Energy, former state regulatory commissioner, and policymaker and 281 

advisor, provides context for our filing, including the significant energy and 282 

environmental policy and market changes currently underway; the role of state 283 

policy in accelerating these transitions; the importance of the electric grid in 284 

enabling such changes; the role of the electric grid, electric utilities, and electric 285 

distribution-system investment in enabling the decarbonization transition; and the 286 

importance of conducting utility regulation that promotes that transformation.   287 

 
7 Because CEJA requires that these proceedings be consolidated (220 ILCS 5/16-108.18(d)(12)) 

ComEd has identified its testimony in one series of sequential exhibit numbers, regardless of whether the 
testimony supports the Rate Plan, Grid Plan, or both.   
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 Chad Newhouse (ComEd Ex. 4.0), ComEd’s Vice President of Regulatory 288 

Strategies and Services, addresses the regulatory, rate, and value impacts of the 289 

proposed Grid Plan and Rate Plan.  Mr. Newhouse summarizes ComEd’s 290 

participation in the workshops delineated by CEJA, and ComEd’s engagement with 291 

stakeholders during this process to educate parties about system planning and 292 

capital investment requirements.  Mr. Newhouse also describes how the Grid Plan 293 

incorporates coordination between other existing regulatory and policy initiatives.  294 

Mr. Newhouse also: summarizes ComEd’s Rate Plan, and explains the value 295 

customers will receive as a result of equipping ComEd with the resources it needs 296 

to deliver that value; reviews how ComEd’s rates favorably compare to the costs of 297 

other energy and essential services; and explains how ComEd’s proposal to phase 298 

in the 2024 revenue requirement increase over two years, consistent with CEJA’s 299 

requirements.    300 

 Craig Creamean (ComEd Ex. 5.0), ComEd’s Vice President of Distribution 301 

System Operations, sponsors ComEd’s Grid Plan as a whole and reviews key 302 

features of the Grid Plan that are designed to address CEJA’s grid planning 303 

requirements.  Mr. Creamean highlights how the Grid Plan meets those 304 

requirements while demonstrating ComEd’s commitment to meeting the policy 305 

objectives of CEJA and continuing to improve the quality, efficiency, and value of 306 

our utility service.  He explains how the Grid Plan contains each of the components 307 

called for by the specific statutory requirements of CEJA from his perspective as a 308 

utility engineer and operator.  Mr. Creamean also explains the broader workforce 309 
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development impacts of Grid Plan investments, as well as ComEd’s approach to 310 

safety, resiliency, and physical and cybersecurity.  311 

 Lisa Graham (Ex. 6.0), ComEd’s Senior Vice President and Chief Financial 312 

Officer, explains ComEd’s current financial condition and supports the need for a 313 

rate increase for the years that the Rate Plan will be in effect, including explaining 314 

the importance of ComEd’s financial health to support required capital investments 315 

and identifying other significant factors affecting ComEd’s financial condition.  316 

Ms. Graham also presents ComEd’s proposed capital structure for each of the Test 317 

Years and explains how ComEd determines its capital structure.  She explains 318 

ComEd’s practices for creating operating budgets, including the manner in which 319 

capital additions and operating expenses are forecasted, and the process by which 320 

budgets are reviewed and approved by management.  Ms. Graham compares 321 

ComEd’s prior budgets to its actual results to provide broader context to its 322 

forecasting practices.  She also presents the attestation of Jake Van Reen of Van 323 

Reen Accounting, LLC, who reviewed ComEd’s forecasted financial statements, 324 

and presents his conclusion that the preparation and presentation of the forecast is 325 

in accordance with the guidelines for the presentation of a forecast established by 326 

the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Ms. Graham also addresses 327 

forecasted costs billed to ComEd from Exelon Business Services Company 328 

(“BSC”) over the four-year period 2024-2027 and presents support for ComEd’s 329 

pension asset and its associated return.  Finally, Ms. Graham discusses the impact 330 

of the Corporate Alternative Minimum Tax on Rate Plan.  331 
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 Patrick Arns (ComEd Ex. 7.0), Director, Distribution Planning, Smart Grid, and 332 

Innovation, testifies about the distribution planning process including ComEd’s 333 

process for evaluating the needs of the grid to provide safe, reliable, and resilient 334 

service for its customers; ComEd’s approach to planning for system maintenance 335 

and operation, capacity expansion, new business, and system performance and 336 

capability; how ComEd’s planning process is evolving to meet the goals of CEJA 337 

and other risks and challenges that will affect the grid in the future; and ComEd’s 338 

approach to investment planning, including the investment controls and challenges 339 

designed to ensure our capital and Operation and Maintenance (“O&M”) 340 

investments for capacity expansion, system performance, and corrective and 341 

preventative maintenance are prudent and reasonable.  Mr. Arns also addresses how 342 

stakeholder input informed the Grid Plan, how investments described in the Grid 343 

Plan are needed to maintain adequate, affordable, and reliable service as well as 344 

support state policy goals; current operating conditions of ComEd’s distribution 345 

system; and how ComEd is planning to meet the challenges of the future operating 346 

capabilities of the grid.  Lastly, he introduces the E3 and Argonne Studies.  347 

 Marina Mondello (ComEd Ex. 8.0), Director, Engineering, addresses the two 348 

Commission-approved Reliability, Resiliency, and Power Quality performance 349 

metrics; the Interconnection Timeliness performance metric; and the Peak Load 350 

Reduction performance metric – and ComEd’s plans to meet each of them.  Ms. 351 

Mondello also provides ComEd’s Distribution System Loss (“DSL”) study and 352 

discusses how ComEd functionalizes assets, costs, and activities, including a 353 

review of the how the functionalization between transmission and distribution 354 
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conforms with the Seven Factor Test established by the Federal Energy Regulatory 355 

Commission (“FERC”) and the decisions of the Commission.  356 

 Peter Tyschenko (ComEd Ex. 9.0), Director, Asset Performance, describes the 357 

methodology, tools, and approach ComEd uses to identify if and when new plant 358 

investment is appropriate and how ComEd develops its distribution investment 359 

plan.  Mr. Tyschenko describes the types of assets that comprise ComEd’s rate base, 360 

including Distribution Plant, General Plant, and Intangible Plant; discusses the 361 

distribution investments ComEd expects to make during the years covered by the 362 

Rate Plan; and explains how those investments correspond to the Grid Plan.  In 363 

particular, he describes the projects listed on ComEd’s Schedule F-4; presents 364 

detailed information about ComEd’s planned investments of $2 million or more 365 

over the Grid and Rate Plan periods; and identifies the costs ComEd expects to 366 

incur in constructing, operating, and maintaining its distribution system during that 367 

period.  Finally, Mr. Tyschenko presents historical and forward-looking data 368 

related to distribution system investments and O&M costs, and the major 369 

components of O&M expense, including Distribution O&M and Administrative 370 

and General (“A&G”) expenses that support distribution operations.  371 

 Nichole Owens (ComEd Ex. 10.0), Vice President, Customer Channels, describes 372 

how ComEd interacts with its customers and supports the investments and 373 

programs ComEd plans to undertake during the Grid Plan period to increase 374 

customer engagement, empower customers to manage their energy use, and educate 375 

customers about their options for energy services.  She also provides an overview 376 

of ComEd’s programs and activities that support our lower-income 377 
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customers.  Ms. Owens describes ComEd’s projected capital investments and 378 

O&M costs related to customer operations and explains how we ensure that these 379 

costs are prudent and reasonable, including how we manage our operations and 380 

expenses to keep costs low and performance high.  Lastly, she reviews ComEd’s 381 

plan to achieve the Commission-approved performance metrics related to Customer 382 

Operations and describes the ways in which Customer Operations employees 383 

contribute to meeting the operational metrics pursuant to ComEd’s incentive 384 

compensation plan.  385 

 Mark Baranek (ComEd Ex. 11.0), Vice President, Projects and Contracts, 386 

describes ComEd’s strong record of effective project management and explains 387 

ComEd’s project management system.  Mr. Baranek also provides a detailed 388 

description of ComEd’s project management process, including the ways projects 389 

are planned and approved by management and the manner in which approved 390 

projects are monitored and evaluated through the execution phase to completion.  391 

Finally, he explains how and when ComEd utilizes contractors to complete 392 

projects; the processes that ensure the use of contractors is effective and efficient; 393 

and he outlines ComEd’s commitment to enhancing diverse suppliers, including the 394 

recently Commission-approved Supplier Diversity performance metric.  395 

 Robert Mudra, (ComEd Ex. 12.0), Senior Manager, Revenue Policy, presents 396 

ComEd’s: (1) proposed total and base rate revenue requirements for its 2024 to 397 

2027 Rate Plan, and its revenue deficiencies under existing rates for its 2024 Test 398 

Year, 2025 Test Year, 2026 Test Year, and 2027 Test Year; (2) proposed 2024 to 399 

2027 rate base; (3) proposed 2024 to 2027 operating expenses; (4) proposed other 400 
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revenues; (5) proposed gross revenue conversion factor; (6) proposed computations 401 

to determine the Annual Adjustment and Performance Adjustment, as described 402 

under Sections 16-108.18(f) and (h) of the Act, in future Annual Performance 403 

Evaluation (“APE”) proceedings; and (7) proposed deferred rate phase in amounts 404 

under its proposed rate phase-in plan, as described in Section 16-405 

108.18(d)(13).  Lastly, Mr. Mudra presents the affidavit of Ms. Kristin Munsch and 406 

attachments supporting ComEd’s rate case expense.  407 

 Rachel Isbell (ComEd Ex. 13.0), Director, Financial Planning and Analysis, 408 

presents ComEd’s debt costs for the for the years that the Rate Plan will be in effect, 409 

and explains the calculation of ComEd’s requested cost of capital.   410 

 Frank Graves (ComEd Ex. 14.0), a Principal at the Brattle Group, economist, and 411 

capital markets specialist, presents and supports ComEd’s required return on equity 412 

(“ROE”) and assesses ComEd’s Rate Plan test year capital structures. 413 

 Michael Adams (ComEd Ex. 15.0), a Senior Vice President with Concentric 414 

Energy Advisors, a management consulting and economic advisory firm focused 415 

on energy and water industries, presents an updated assessment of the cash flow 416 

“lags” and “leads” used by ComEd to calculate the cash working capital 417 

requirements properly included in its rate base. 418 

 Ned Allis (ComEd Ex. 16.0), Vice President of Gannett Fleming Valuation and 419 

Rate Consultants and depreciation specialist, describes and supports the 420 

depreciation rates currently in effect for ComEd and a depreciation study he 421 

performed for ComEd in support of the current depreciation rates. 422 
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 John Leick (ComEd Ex. 17.0), Senior Manager, Retail Rates, introduces and 423 

discusses ComEd’s proposed Rate MRPP– Multi-Year Rate Plan Pricing (“Rate 424 

MRPP”) tariff, including the terms and conditions of the proposed Rate MRPP for 425 

2024-2027; how it will operate; and the resulting rates.  Mr. Leick also presents  the 426 

embedded cost of service studies (“ECOSSs”), forecasted billing determinants, and 427 

rate design models which support the development of the proposed delivery service 428 

charges that will be in effect for the January 2024 through December 2027 monthly 429 

billing periods; rates of return by delivery class and bill impacts resulting from the 430 

application of the 2024 delivery service charges; and other tariff updates necessary 431 

for transitions from the formula rate to the Rate Plan.  He presents the Single Bill 432 

Option credits for 2024-2027 and the public notice ComEd is distributing for this 433 

filing.   434 

V. CONCLUSION 435 

Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 436 

A. Yes. 437 


